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SEXUAL IMMORALITY

Prof. Pitirim Sorokin of Harvard laments: "We are victims of a
sex mania as mal ignant as cancer and as socially menacing as
Communism." Says Sorokin "Our sex obsession is reflected in the
ever-mount ingdivorce rate, the upsurge in sex crimes, the emphasis
of sex in radio and TV programs, stage plays and movies, popular
songs, pictures, reading matter and advertising."

Austral ian professor, Hermann Sasse, observes that in America
as we II as in Western Europe our standards of moral ity have sunk
far below the level of Russ ia or Red Chi na to that of the Greek
and Roman civilizations intheirstages of complete disintegration."

Prof. Sasse, writing in CHRISTIANITY TODAY, goes on to
observe- "this is not the subjective impression of a few mal­
content churchmen, reactionary pol it icians, and romant ic lauda­
tores temporis acti; it is the substantial verdict of well-informed
sociologists, historians, jurists, economists, and medical scholars,
men with a world-wide outlook and experience in all countries of
the Western World."

Particularl y not iceable is our moral deteriorat ion.
As U.S. News & World Report puts it: "An era of vast change

in sexual.mcral ity is now developinq in America. Fear is being
expressed that the nation may be heading into a time of "sexual
anarchy" •

Dr. Goodrich Schauffler goes on to observe: "Our Youth, in
particular, have been engulfed in the flood of Hollywood's insane
emphasis on sex!"

Indeed, what immuni zat ion does a young person have today
against this invasion of moral corruption and sensual wickedness.
Even our schools and our churches are becoming infected with
filth.

I happened to come across a study guide for teachers who are
confronted with obscene language in the classroom. The book sug­
gests for teachers that they "recreate a classroom situat ion in
which there was a verbal exchange between two pupils who used
obscene language. Tape it and pi ay it back." Another suggestion
is for teachers to ask pupil s to record profane and obscene words
they hear or read. And a third suggestion is that children read ex­
cerpts from Shakespeare which contain profane or obscene ex­
pressions.

Our churches, too, seem to be endorsing immoral behaviour
when it should be the church that upholds the standards of the
Word of God.

The New York State Counci I of Churches says State laws hold­
ing adultery, fornication, homosexuality, and other deviant s-exual
pract ices" amongcompetent and consent ing adults" to' be criminal
acts should be repealed.

God help us!



Sen. Frank Carlson noted ••• "Not only have vast numbers of
Americans lost all sense of the sacred, the moral, and the ethical,
but the spiritual leaders from both the laity and the priesthood are
often found in the forefront of this irreligious pursuit of comfort
rather than conviction ••• of the pleasant I ife rather than the
meaningful life."

Perhaps a Brisbane, Austral ia publ ication - The Courier Mai I
has an explanation for these times in which we live, saying: "We
are not living in ordinary times ••• The morals with which we
have grown up are bei ng cast as ide ••• God has been dethroned;
sex has been deified."

The truth is - God remains the same, and his hatred of sin goes
unchanged. And apart from the regenerating power of the Holy
Spirit it is nigh to impossible to resist or withstand the pressures
of our sin-sick, sex-soaked society.

We would be reminded that the Bible lists FORNICATION as
one of the four major sins of the Endtime from which men are com­
manded to repent. Fornication is a scriptural term which refers to
all forms of unlawful or illicit sexual relationships.

First, in our discussion we would like to point out that sex is
not wrong of itself.

God made both male and female with normal affections one for
the other, along with a desire for love and companionship. There
is nothing more normal than to see a young man and a young woman
come to the age of marriage, fall in love, and desire a home and 21
fami Iy. The marriage relationship, when performed within the bonds
of holy matrimony, is ordained of God. For God commanded "two
shall be one flesh", and declared, "marriage is honorable". (Eph.
5:31, Heb. 13:4)

However, man with his vile, sinful nature has taken that which
God ordained and blest and made of it something cheap, degrading
and filthy by perverting that which is holy.

In the second place, the Scriptures warn of the seriousness of
sexual sins.

Writes Apostle Paul: "Be not deceived, neither forn icators, nor
adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with man­
kind ••• shall inherit the kingdom of God." (1 Cor 6:9-10)

This Scripture shall strike terror to the heart of all gui Ity.
These sins, though condoned by society wi II condemn one to
perdition unless repented of.

Billy Graham, in his book THE SECRET OF HAPPINESS says:
"Let me warn you that the Scriptures teach that God hates im­
moral ity as much as, or more than, any other sin."

The Apostle James warns of the progression of sin. Lust, we're
told, leads to death! We read: "Every man is tempted when he is
drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. And when lust hath con­
ceived, it bringeth forth sin; and sin when it is finished, bringeth
forth death. Do not err, my beloved brethren."

"Keep thyself pure" should be the motto of every young man
who may be ant iced by lust.



Finally, the call of God is that men repent of these sins or suffer
the vengeance of eternal fi reo

CHRISTIAN VICTORY magazine notes: "Immoral ity is so var­
ied and widespread, with so many basic causes for its growth in­
to yet greater evi Is, that - unless a God given revival comes ­
judgment seems inevitable and speedy. God is no respector of
persons or nations," observes this per lodlcal.

Witnessing the moral degeneracy so 'common today, we cannot
help but bel ieve that our cup of iniquity is full and judgment is
about to fall.

PAGEANT magazine has noted: •'Adultery seems to be as wide­
ly practiced as it must have been in the orgiastic days before the
Flood."

Somehow thi s expresses thedi lemrn::l we face, and we should
remember it was on account of moral laxity and unrestrained de­
sire that God destroyed past civilizations, assuring us He will
do it again.

Sodom and Gomorrah, destroyed by fire, stand as an example
to all who should afterward Iive ungodly, writes Peter.

Jude similarly cites these cities given over to fornication and
going after strange flesh as even now "suffering the vengeance of
eternal fire".

It is apparent that these cities not only suffered physical de­
struction but their inhabitants are now in the place of torment from

22 whence they shall be judged and returned again to the burning
flame.

May God help us to wake up - to turn from our sins of lust and
and impurity totrust the Saviour.

Particularly, in view of our Lord's soon return is there the ur­
gent call to believers to live pure and holy lives.

Today, if caught in the vice-grip of sexual sin, REPENT be­
fore it's too late. With the help of theHoly Spirit we can have con­
trol over our emotions, victory over evi I passions, and freedom
from the consequences of sin.

Remember,Jesus is coming soon. And he desires a pure and
spotless bride.

For He hath said, "Be yeready also, for in such an hour as
ye think not, the son on man cometh".



THOU SHALT NOT STEAL
Chesterton has declared - "the first men to land upon the

moon wi II find themselves confronted by a huge sign: "THOU
SHALT NOT STEAL."

Steal ing is taki ng somethi ng that does not right Iy belong to us.
Entering a store we are given too much change by the clerk and
without correcting the error we keep what is not rightfully ours.
Is this not steal ing? We.try to invent reasons why what we have
done is legitimate, but God declares it is stealing. After all, it
may be a large corporation, and no one would ever know, and
without sensing our responsibil ity to the laws of God and man
we keep what is not real Iyours. It is steal i ng, regard less of the
amount. This could apply to a coin found in the telephone return
box, or a stamp on a letter that was mai led to us that was not
cancelled and we reuse it again. Or, stealing could be using a
parking meter without the intended purpose of paying for .tirne
wherein we had parked in a particular space. Or, stealing could
be related to goi ng over and above the alloted speed I imit which
finds us taking privileges that are not ours.

This area of stealing can become greatly involved.
For instance, it applies to employees who are not giving their

employers full time for their service, slipping out while on the
job for a cup of coffee, or usi ng the company time to conduct
your own business, or company equipment, or the company tele­
phone during regular working hours. Certainly it depends a great
deal on company regul ations as to whether these things are 23
wrong, and also on the heart attitude of a person whether actual
fraud is present or whether company pol icy may permi t such ac-
tion.

While on one hand, it is not God's intention that we be brought
into bondage, on the other hand God is concerned lest we dis­
obey his commandment and become guilty of sins that we com­
mitted before our conversion. The command of God is clear on
this point - that conversion should produce the fruits of right­
eousness in our lives. Whereas, once we stole and got away with
it, or thought nothi ng of it, now we are concerned lest we di s­
obey God or offend man. ' 'THOU SHALT NOT STEAL" appl ies
as one of God's commandments after we are saved, as much or
more so, as before our conversion.

How careful we need to be that we give no occasion to others
to stumble over our careless infractions of the commandments of
God.

WhiIe we speak of employees steal ing from the company, the
opposite may be true. Perhaps employers are withholding wages
from employees who rightfully deserve more pay, or should be
given a raise to compensate for services well done, or for in­
creased fami Iy needs.

Whereas, on one hand the Scriptures forbid striking as a means
of obtaining one's desires, for is this not also a form of stealing?
On the other hand, employers are obi igated to pay a fair wage
to thei r workers.



The Apostle James refers to this and Iiterall y Iambasts men
who have grown rich at the expense of the poor. This is true in
other countries more so than in our own United States. For in­
stance, before Castro took over Cuba we were told there were at
least 500 millionaires living in Havana who were the great land­
owners of Cuba, whereas the working class did not have sufficient
to buy the ordinary necessities of life. The rich were getting their
prof its at the expense of the poor and this is steal ing. And thi s
is the reason we have a Castro in Cuba. The rich, by withhold­
ing from the poor, actually help the Communist cause and give
reason for this ideology which proposes the dividing of the
wealth, of sharing it with the poor.

James writes: "Go to now, ye rich men, weep and howl for
your miseries that shall come upon you ••• Ye have heaped
treasure together for the last days. BEHOLD THE HIRE OF THE
LABOURERS WHO HAVE REAPED DOWN YOUR FIELDS, WHICH
IS OF YOU KEPT BACK BY FRAUD, CRIETH: AND THE CRIES
OF THEM WHICH HAVE REAPED ARE ENTERED INTO THE
EARS OF THE LORD OF SABAOTH."

Did you hear it?
God is saying that such a condition would prevail in the last

days when employers would be holding back that which is right­
fully due the workers; and that He himself would hear the cries
of those who were thus defrauded their rightful wages. In South
America and in Africa and other places where the white man has
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at the expense of the poeple. And it is wrong. That is why Eng­
land is in trouble today, because of her colonization policies
that benefited the rich and robbed the working class. God calls
this 'fraud'.

Cheating, too, is stealing. Whether cheating in an examina­
tion in school, or sneaking a cookie in the kitchen when no one
is watching, it is a form of stealing.

A survey among students in Philadelphia colleges found 80
out of 124 students interviewed admitting to cheating ••• that's
60%.

Finally, there is stealing against God. And concerning this
dreadful si n, many are gui Ity.

In Malachi we read: "Will a man rob God?" And the cry is
heard, "Wherein have we robbed thee?" And the answer is given:
"In tithes and offerings."

I'm afraid many suppose the tithe is optional. That is, we
give a tenth of our income if we feel I ike it, or we can afford it.

TIME magazine noted that the total income to churches one
year was $4 bi II ion. Then the magazi ne goes on to say, "If the
112 million Americans who claim a religious affiliation had given
one-tenth - the traditional tithe - of their personal income to
churches, that total could have topped $25 billion.

We regard steal ing as serious ,particularl y as it affects rob­
bing a bank, or holding up a grocer or a filling-station attendant.
But think of robbing God?



Not only are we commanded to give the tithe, but in addition,
there should be our offerings given to God.

How many ministries suffer from a lack of funds simply be­
cause many are steal ing fr orn God. Funds belonging to the work
of the Lord go into count Iess personal luxuries, unnecessary
fam i Iy expend itures, fool ish investments, and needless home
equipment.

One of the strongest rebukes ever given came from John Wes­
ley, who in 1779 accused his audience of robbing God by with­
hold ing their substance fromthe work of the Lord.

Cried Wesley to his parishioners: "Many of your brethren,
beloved of God, have no food to eat; they have no raiment to put
on; and not a place where to lay their head. Why?" shouted Wes­
ley, "Because you impiously, unjustly, and cruelly detain from
them ••• See that poor member of Christ, pi nched with hunger,
shivering with cold, half naked! Meantime, you have plenty of
this world's goods - meat, drink and apparel;" "But you say
you can't afford it! Never more utter such a stupid cant: palpable
absurdity!" cries Wesley. "whoever does this ought to be ex­
cluded from a Christian society."

Particularly in view of the soon coming of our Lord should we
not be good stewards of that entrusted to us, whether time or
money.

Dr. A. J. Gordon once noted: "He who is not a missionary
Christian will be a missing Christian when the great day comes 25
of bestowi ng the rewards of service."

Dr. Gordon went on to say: "I warn you it wi II go hard with
you when our Lord comes, if He finds your wealth hoarded up in
needless accumulations instead of being sacredly devoted to
giving the gospel to the lost."

If th isis true, we would do well to exami ne our own hearts to
ask ourselves the questi on - WiII the Lord be grieved over our
failure to do more with that which was entrusted to us?' Or, be­
cause of our faithfulness, both in giving and in serving, will He
say - "Well done, thou good and faithful servant. Enter thou in­
to the joy of thy Lord!"

May we not be found robbing God, or guilty of stealing from
man, in that day when Christ appears. Rather, let us pay honest
debts, give of our tithes, and if necessary sell what we have to
provide an otter! ng so the work of God will go forward unhi nder­
ed. Bel ievi ng our Lord's return is near and hasten ing, let us
come to trust Him with all of our heart, and live for Him dai Iy.

Indeed, be ye therefore ready also, for in such an hour as ye
think not, the Son of man cometh!
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