


DRUGS

WARREN JORGENSEN-BETHEL

YOUTHFUL DRUG A[)DICTS

The increase in the use of drugs, in particular, are
largely responsible for the hippie-type behaviour, the
sexual wantonness and crime among today's youth.

Dr. Leon Wurmser, director of John Hopkins Drug
Abuse Center says robberies, muggtngs , burglaries, shop­
lifting and other' crimes committed in Baltimore alone
by drug addicts costs the city from $100 million to $500
million every year. Think of it. Nationally, the estimate
of the dollar cost from drug abuse is $2 billions.

Recently in the papers was the story of a 19-year-old
boy who made a. tape recording of his voice a few moments
before he drove his car out into the country and shot him­
self. The mother released the message of the tape, saying:
HWe hope it will help somebody else."

Turning on the recorder, you could hear the lad say:
"I can't think•••can't think•••can't think." Then he adds:
"I'm sorry, Mom, Dad, and Bill - I'm sorry that your little
boy has turned into an LSD addict. It's BAD NEWS - it
really is. I didn't think it was when I was first taking it,
but I've been getting pretty stoned. lately, and you just
don't know what's real and what isn't."

Finally, he says: "I have thought it over many times
and there really isn't anything to live for. I don't think
there is. And I really don't think anyone could convince
me that there is - not me, anyway•••It says in the Bible
that he who kills himself will not be resurrected. Well,
this is the great punishment that I'm bestowing upon myself,
not only phystcally, but, for what I've read, I'm going to
suffer eternally for this•••"

And then this lad, after making this recording, took his
life.

Is it worth it? A fling with LSD, grass, dope, what have
you? Why get hung up on the devil's lies? Why not trust
Christ and find He truly satisfies!
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--- --------------- ---

An article in the New York Times reports youngsters
that once tried dope and drugs, even delving into mysticism
and meditation, are now finding satisfaction in .Christ.

As Gerald Exel, a 22 year-old college dropout, puts it
in the language some may understand: "Lots of youth are
freaked out on drugs or meditation or Zen. We've been
through that and found it wasn't satisfying. Now," he ob­
serves, tlwe are finding satisfaction with Jesus."

The New York Times notes: "The basis of the movement
is .traditional fundamentalist theology and a conviction that
organized religion, including most fundamentalist churches,
has become sterile andunspiritual/'

It is reported in San Francisco you'll find young people
carrying banners and passing out leaflets, calling for an
old-fashioned conversion experience. Young people are
seen stopping those strolling past night clubs and urging
them to "turn on with Jesus." Across the street is another
youth with the words "JESUS SAVES" inscribed neatly
across the back of his jacket.

The TIMES referred to these activities as a "post-drug
fundamentalist revival that in the last two years or so has
claimed the loyalty of hundreds of youth on the West Coast
and continues to gain momentum."

We might comment - Why not? Surely young people can
see through the camouflage of modern morality that it is just
plain "immorality" that leaves only heartache and headache,
ruined bodies and damned souls. It's inspiring to know
there are those boldly testifying for Jesus Christ who have
come to know Him as Saviour and Lord.

Hippies in Herman Park in Houston listen in rapt attention to al message
on Jesus Christ.
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While we might not agree with some of the accepted
practices and patterns adopted by today's youth, we must
not question their loyalty to Jesus Christ but rather seek
to encourage that grain of faith that has found lodgment in
their hearts. While we admit it is true that genuine faith
must bear the fruits of repentance and good works, it is
also true that God has promised to pour out of His Spirit
in the last days and the sole condition of acceptance is
stated - "whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord
shall be saved!" So, rather than question the faith of those
willing to publicly testify for Jesus Christ, let us recognize
that here are youngsters more bold than we are. What
are we but silent witnesses leaving no impact on today's
world?

To young people who may be struggling for their very
spiritual existence, but who have love for Jesus in their
hearts, we would say in the words of the writer to the
Hebrews - "Cast not away therefore your confidence, which
hath great recompense of reward." Keep on, keeping on,
looking on to Jesus, author and finisher of your faith. Re­
member, He which hath begun a good work in you will con­
tinue to perform it until the day of His coming.
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----------~~------------

Should Youths-or Parents-Be Blamed
For Unrest? Governor Reagan's Answer

-up I Photo
Mr. Reagan feels older generation must
help youths find "truth and purpose."

Ronald Reagen, Governor·. of California, says: "The
virus that has infected 'youth' is frightening." And then
he went on to ask whether adults are very much to blame.

Inquired Reagen. "Have they lost faith in our standards
or have they lost faith in us? Do they doubt our willingness
to practice what we preach? Where were we when God was
expelled from the classroom?"

Indeed, too many have remained silent when we should
have spoken out for the cause of righteousness. Seeing
youth misdirected by propaganda, exploited by television
advertising, being shown a way of life that is a brazen lie,
we should rise up with the truth that only Christ satisfies!

The brand of cigarettes that advertises "They satisfy"
doesn't really tell you the truth, for you must keep buying
'em' to be satisfied and then finally wind up a corpse from

cancer. So enslaved does one become that (as another
brand advertises) - we would walk a mile for them.

God help us to see these flagrant violations of the
truth, falsely-represented advertising, and misconduct of
our superiors who seem to get away with it. Isn't it time
we discover the Bible's assertion that "Righteousness
exalteth a nation, but sin is a reproach to any people."
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Dr. W. Morris Ford has observed: "One of the most
arresting statements ever made by Jesus during His sojourn
on earth was made concerning the offending of children.
He said that it would be better for one to have a millstone
tied around his neck and that he be cast into the sea."

He continues: "One wonders just how many times a week
a child hears and sees the offers made by dealers in tobacco
and alcoholic beverages, or how many little ears are forced
to listen to vulgarlanguage at home, on the street, or else­
where. Again one wonders how many youthful eyes feast
upon the pictures and words in the hundreds of filthy
magazines made available on and under the counters .of
newstands and stores."

As someone has noted: "We should be stepping stones
and not stumbling. blocks to our children. We ought to
help rather than hinder them. We ought to bless the lives
of others and not influence them toward evil."

Reagan points out that children are often dishonest
because their parents cheat. Children lie because their
parents don't tell the truth. Boys and girls will steal
because mother and dad take things that don't belong to
them.

For instance, in one year in this country, the banks and
financial institutions lost 117 million dollars - not to masked
bandits, but to. pilfering by employees. Retail establish­
ments lose 4 billions a year to employees.

Inquires Reagan: "What about us when that youngster
comes home from the practice field telling how he learned to
get away with holding illegally on a block? How many times
have they seen us look over our shoulder and fudge on the
stop sign if no policeman was in sight?"
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----------

JUVENILE
DELINQUENCY

An editorial in the GOSPEL HERALD states: "We had
better face up to the fact that parental inconsistency is a
major cause of juvenile delinquency. Children learn by
imitating their parents." Did you hear it?

There is so much that could be said concerning who is
to blame for the delinquency of our times, but I think it
might best be expressed in this. poem. Listen, and tell me
what you think•••••

ARE THE KIDS REALLY TO BLAME?

We read in the paper, we hear on the air
Of killing and stealing and crime everywhere;
We sigh and we say, as we notice the trend,
This young generation•••where will it end?
But can we be sure it's their fault alone?

Too much money to spend; too much idle time;
Too many movies of passion and crime;
Too many books not fit to be read;
Too much evil in what they hear said;
Too many kids encouraged to roam;
Too many parents who don't stay at home.

Youth doesn't make the movies; they don't write the books;
That paint the gay pictures of gangsters and crooks.
They don't make the liquor, they don't run the bars;
They don't make the laws and they don't make the cars.
They don't make the drugs that idle the ~rain,
It's all done by older folks, greedy for gain.
And how many cases, we find that it's true••••
The label, "Delinquency"••••fits older folks, tool
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We would be reminded - "All have sinned and come
short of the glory of God." (Rom. 3:23). Therefore, all
are delinquent and in need of saving.

For that reason Jesus came to this earth to die for
the sins of all mankind. God raised Him from the dead,
proving to the world that Christ alone is man's redeemer,
and that He will one day come for all who have received
Him and who love Him.

It is in view of that day that we live, and watch, and
wait. And we are admonished - "Be ye therefore ready
also, for in such an hour as ye think not, the Son ofman
cometh!" (Luke 12:40).
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